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constrained to ask Turkey's youthful general whether
he preferred a cigarette or a cigar. There are more
delicate ways of evading a dangerous issue, and less
direct methods of intimating to a young man that
his queries savour of the indiscreet and impertinent.
With the Kaiser he was even less successful He
complained with unrestrained bitterness of the buffet-
ings which Turkey had received, and asked for a
categorical assurance that effective help would be
forthcoming. So hurt was the Kaiser in his dignity
that he carefully refrained from shaking hands with
Kamal when he left. As Kamal was the only one
to be denied the honour, it can be taken that the
All Highest was more than ordinarily incensed,
Kamal returned from his visit to Germany more
firmly convinced than ever that Turkey was but a tool
in the hands of men who had already lost. He sought
an interview with the Sultan, and had the courage
to suggest peace pourparlers. Such a suggestion was
incredible, for the German military mission in
Constantinople was insistent that the forthcoming
offensive by Ludendorff would curl up the Allied
armies. Yet almost did Kamal convince Vahededdin.
In the end he prevaricated, and that hesitancy was
to cost him his throne. As firmly as he was con-
vinced that Germany would lose the War, so was
he certain, that modern Turkey could expect nothing
of the new Padishah. From that moment, Kamal
was an implacable enemy of the Sultan,
Jerusalem, and most of Palestine, went the way
of Baghdad, and again Constantinople turned to
Kamal. He was sent to Syria to stem the tide, but